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1. Why was the woman worried?

A. The boy cut a line. B. The boy went out alone. C. The boy told a lie.
2. When does the bank close on Sunday?
A. At9:00 p.m. B. At 5:00 p.m. C. At4:00 p.m.
3. What is the man dissatisfied with about the store?
A. The service. B. The clothes. C. The price.
4. How did the man get his shirt?
A. From his father. B. From an e-mall. C. From a souvenir shop.

5. Where will the woman put her plants?
A. In her backyard. B. In her window. C. On her balcony.
B GRS AME BNE 15 98, WOy 22.5 70D
Wr R 5 BOWTREI A o BEBONRE A A LA NE, W T4 AL B C =
AN T 38 H i AR A T o WA BORS U B S T, AR A IS 1) B 1 % ANV, ARV 5 Rb e
Wr5efa, S/NEUR gt 5 P VRN A) o AR BOM ik Bk (3 P .
W N —BOW g, [BIEEE 6 S 7 PN/
6. What does the man plan to do this afternoon?
A. Go swimming. B. Go to class. C. Go to the library.
7. What does the woman offer to do for the man?
A. Collect information for his paper.
B. Help him with his chemistry.
C. Teach him to study math.
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8. What will the man do next month?
A. Move out of his apartment.
B. Find a new roommate.
C. Fix the windows and doors.
9. What does the woman like about the apartment?
A. The rent. B. The location.
10. What will the woman probably do next?

A. Call the house owner. B. Go back to her office.
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11. What is the woman?
A. A policewoman. B. A driver.
12. Where is the car park?
A. It’s near a hotel.
B. It’s around the corner.
C. It’s at the end of the street.
13. What will the man probably do next?
A. Drive away.
B. Go to the police station.
C. Show the woman his license.
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14. What happened to the woman?
A. She lost her wallet.
B. She didn’t finish her paper.
C. She was caught by policemen.
15. When did the conversation probably take place?

A. In the morning. B. At noon.
16. Where did the woman go first today?
A. The police station. B. The shop.

17. Who does the man suggest the woman call?

A. The woman’s friend. B. The shop’s owner.
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18. What was Samuel Parnell’s job?
A. A carpenter. B. A lawyer.

19. What did Samuel Parnell encourage other workers to do?

A. Demand to found a workers’ group.
B. Reduce the working time to 8 hours.
C. Require to take holidays every year.
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C. The roof.

C. Bargain with the man.

C. A car park assistant.

C. In the afternoon.

C. The restaurant.

C. The restaurant’s manager.

C. A doctor.

20. When was Labor Day established as a public holiday by the government?

A. In 1900. B. In 1899.
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The small screen is already bringing some big laughs in 2024. From animated () I [¥])
comedies to workplace satire, check out some of the funniest shows you can’t miss out on.
Night Court

Melissa Rauch, John Larroquette and their Night Court co-stars are making a comeback to
the screen. Fans got a taste of what’s to come in a special holiday episode, which aired days
before the season 2 premiere (& ) on Feb. 7.

The festive episode saw Rauch’s Judge Abby Stone and Larroquette’s Dan Fielding —
whom he also played in the original series — dressing up as Santa Claus and an elf to avoid
spoiling one little girl’s Christmas.

Not Dead Yet

Gina Rodriguez is continuing her role as obituary writer Nell ( ik % ) Serrano, who
discovers she can see the newly dead people about whom she’s assigned to write. In its second
season, which premieres on Jan. 2, Not Dead Yet is sure to come back with more hauntingly
funny performances from the main cast and guest ghosts.

Grimsburg

Fox’s new animated series, Grimsburg, was already renewed for a second season more
than a year before its season 1 premiere on Jan. 7. Jon Hamm voices the sitcom’s central
character Marvin Flute, who is the leading detective in the fictional town of Grimsburg.

Hamm talked about his new role on The Tonight Show, explaining that while Marvin Flute
isn’t necessarily “living his best life”, he is “very good at solving crimes”.

Young Sheldon

The Big Bang Theory’s hit prequel (H 1%) is back for the last season, which is set to
premiere on Feb. 15. CBS revealed that Young Sheldon will end with an hour-long final
episode airing on May 16. Though this season’s arrival is bittersweet, the cast has spoken out
about their excitement about the episodes to come.

21. Which of the four comedies is released first this year?
A. Night Court. B. Not Dead Yet.
C. Grimsburg. D. Young Sheldon.
22. What is special about Grimsburg?
A. It has more than one season.
B. It is an animated comedy.
C. It features funny performances.
D. It is starred by famous actors.
23. In which section of a website may this text appear?
A. Fashion. B. Opinion. C. Leisure. D. Literature.
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Back in my childhood days, I lived in a small town that had a Carnegie library. Every
week, without fail, I would make a visit to this library to borrow three books.

One of the most defining aspects of my life has been the challenge of living with a
stammer ([11Z). It’s a condition that can be incredibly burdensome and distressing, particularly
if you happen to be a teenager. However, it turned out to be beneficial in shaping me into a
female writer in my later life.

Because of my stammer, the library became my favorite place. To me, it was more than
just a building; it was a shelter where I could escape into the pages of countless stories and
communicate with the world without the fear of being judged. Without distraction from the
outside world, I eagerly absorbed knowledge about various subjects, from science fiction to
history, from biographies to poetry. Each book was a stepping stone, leading me further into
the vast ocean of knowledge and imagination.

As I grew older, my love for reading evolved into a passion for writing. I began to pen my

own stories. My stammer, which had once been a source of frustration, became a catalyst (i1t

#1) for creativity. It forced me to choose my words carefully, to think before I spoke, and to
write with intention.

The library, with its endless rows of books and the quiet hum of other readers, was my
classroom. It taught me that stories have the power to change lives, to transport us to different
worlds, and to help us understand ourselves and others. It was there, in that small town library,
that I discovered the writer within me. And it was that discovery that shaped my future, leading
me to a career where I could share my own stories and, hopefully, inspire others as I had been
inspired.

24. How did stammer influence the author?
A. It stopped her from making friends.
B. It contributed to her writing career.
C. It brought her joy of talking to writers.
D. It had a bad effect on her school performance.
25. What can we know about the author from Paragraph 3?
A. She read a wide range of books.
B. She put up a shelter in the library.
C. She feared to communicate with people.
D. She once worked as a part-time librarian.
26. What does the last paragraph mainly talk about?
A. The benefits of sharing stories.
B. The procedure for becoming a writer.
C. The reasons why the author loves books.
D. The significance of the library to the author.
27. Which of the following words best describe the author?
A. Curious and outgoing. B. Humorous and positive.

C. Hardworking and persistent. D. Talented and warmhearted.
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The country’s increasing adoption of smart technologies in food production was recently
showcased at an annual fair in Yangling, Shaanxi province, which featured a range of
agricultural innovations focused on improving productivity.

Among those displayed at the 31st China Yangling Agricultural High-tech Fair included a
digital irrigation (£ %) system designed to improve water efficiency. The system has helped
Shaanxi province, a major wheat production area, curb agricultural water usage by about 18
million cubic meters each year and cut electricity consumption by 20 million kilowatt-hours.

Drones designed for monitoring orchards situated in mountainous regions, along with
tablets that allow for remote control of fertilization (Jifi X ) during crop watering, are also
attracting significant attention from fair visitors.

At the booth of Raintech, an agricultural startup in Beijing, a range of instruments were on
display, including a mini-meteorological station capable of monitoring (¥ %) greenhouse
environment and sending real-time data, such as temperature, to a smartphone app.

“The sensors integrated into the device can also monitor humidity, light intensity,
atmospheric pressure and carbon dioxide levels,” said Liu Hongtao, manager of the company.

By analyzing this data using Al-driven algorithms, the system can predict nighttime
temperatures and alert growers to potential frost damage.

This innovation — coupled with other devices aimed at automating greenhouse
environmental control, such as a supplementary lighting system — significantly benefits the
advancement of facility agriculture.

This sector has strict light and temperature requirements during both day and night,
making environmental control technologies essential for optimum production.

Data from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs showed that, currently, 2.67
million hectares of crops are grown in greenhouses in China.

Greenhouse farming also plays an important role in the production of animal protein, with
70 percent of the country’s meat, eggs and milk and 52 percent of aquatic products relying on
this method of cultivation.

28. What does the underlined word “curb” in Paragraph 2 probably mean?

A. Reduce. B. Adjust. C. Cover. D. Record.
29. Which of the following is a function of the products of Raintech?

A. Watering crops. B. Controlling fertilization.

C. Monitoring temperature. D. Reducing carbon emission.

30. Why does the writer use the data in the last two paragraphs?
A. To explain the working principles of the devices.
B. To introduce the productivity of China’s agriculture.
C. To show the importance of greenhouse farming in China.
D. To describe the rapid development of Chinese agriculture.
31. What is the writing purpose of this passage?
A. To report a news event. B. To advertise a new product.

C. To share opinions on innovation. D. To draw attention to agriculture.
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Britain is facing a future of increasingly disastrous marine (#F¥F [1']) heatwaves that could

destroy shellfish groups and fisheries (¥))) and have serious impacts on communities around
the coast of the UK.

That is the conclusion of a new report by the National Oceanography Centre (NOC),
which is pressing for the launch of a targeted research programme to investigate how sudden
temperature rises in coastal seawater could affect marine habitats and seafood production in the
UK.

“Marine heatwaves have catastrophic impacts and we need to be prepared for them. At
present, we are not and that position needs to be rectified (1% IF) as a matter of urgency,” said
Dr Zoe Jacobs, the lead researcher at the NOC report.

“We need to know how these marine heatwaves are going to affect plants and animals that
live in the sea and find ways to protect them, as well as the coastal communities that depend on
them.” In early summer 2023 Britain was struck by a marine heatwave in which major rises in
the temperature of sea water were experienced off the north-east coast of England and off the
west of Ireland.

For more than two weeks, the sea in these regions was around five degrees above normal
temperatures, breaking records for late spring and early summer. And the North Sea and north
Atlantic experienced higher temperatures at the same time, with sea temperatures reaching an
all-time high, according to records that date back to 1850.

As global temperature continues to rise, scientists believe it is unavoidable that many
more of these record-breaking heatwaves will affect water around Britain and Ireland in the
near future. Now the problem is that the long-term consequences of such jumps in temperature
are still unknown. “There have been stories that there were widespread die-offs of shellfish
such as whelks, and disruption to many fisheries during last year’s heatwave, but there is no
hard evidence to back up these because we have not carried out any detailed research into the
exact effects, and that is a problem.”

32. What conclusion did NOC make in its new report?
A. The marine heatwaves destroyed fisheries worldwide.
B. Fisheries have serious impacts on the environment in the UK.
C. Natural disasters happen frequently around the coast of the UK.
D. Marine heatwaves may become more and more serious in Britain.
33. Which of the following statements may Dr Zoe Jacobs agree with?
A. More efforts should be made to get prepared for the coming threat.
B. There is no need to worry too much about the rising temperature.
C. The exact position of the marine heatwaves remains unclear.
D. Plants and animals are now protected well from the disaster.
34. What problem are the scientists concerned about according to the text?
A. How Britain and Ireland will avoid heatwaves.
B. Why the temperature of the UK rises so suddenly.
C. What research should be carried out to find out the solution.
D. What may be caused by high rise in temperature in a long run.
35. What is a suitable title for the text?
A. Marine Lives Call for Long-term Protection
B. Marine Heatwaves Bring Future Threats to Britain
C. NOC Launched New Research Program on Seawater
D. Sudden Jumps in Temperature Harmed Costal Ecosystem
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Health Benefits of Rollerblading (J& £ K)

Rollerblading is a popular sport nowadays. __ 36 . These activities require a combination
of balance, coordination, and physical fitness, making the sport an excellent form of cardiovascular
exercise (A %12 3]). Here are some health benefits of rollerblading according to doctors.

Keep bones healthy

As the aging process progresses, bones tend to lose their definition and density.

Rollerblading is a form of exercise that can reduce the risk of osteoporosis (‘& i Hi 2 ).

“Unlike running and other high-impact activities, rollerblading reduces the stress on your knees

and ankles. 37 .’ Says Florence Comite, MD, founder of the Comite Center for Precision
Medicine & Health.
38

Rollerblading requires use of an individual’s core muscles to keep them upright and
balanced. “Rollerblading uses a greater side-to-side striding motion,” Dr. Comite says. “It
requires using your arms and balancing which involves your core muscle to stabilize your
spine.” A recent research also found that exercises such as rollerblading and roller-skating have
been shown to improve balance among older adults.

Burn calories

Not only is rollerblading fun, but it can also burn a lot of calories in a short period of time.
According to Harvard Medical School, an individual can burn upwards of 600 calories per hour
when rollerblading. _ 39
Boost mood

40 . That’s because the body will release endorphins, a biochemical that helps
enhance your mood. Plus, if you love the feeling of rollerblading, the benefits may be even
better: A 2017 review published in Brain Plasticity indicates that enjoying your workout can
make its lift to your mood last up to a day after you’re done breaking a sweat.

A. Improve balance

B. Strengthen arm muscles

C. Usually the body will release chemicals

D. After rollerblading, it’s probable that you’ll feel great

E. So it’s a suitable exercise for people with bone problems

F. Therefore, rollerblading can be a great choice if you want to lose weight

G. Participants can engage in activities such as speed skating and freestyle tricks
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Last Saturday afternoon, Brad Hassig, a proud father from Alabama, was enjoying a swim
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in his backyard pool with his two ten-year-old sons, Bridon and Christian, and their friend Sam.
As he stayed underwater, Brad was lost in his favorite _ 41  — deep breathing exercises.

However, little did he know that his peaceful moment would soon turn into a(n) _ 42 experience.

Brad later recalled feeling _ 43  and comfortable then, but Christian noticed something was
44 . He saw his dad shaking and lying on his side underwater, his face turning pale.

“Dad’s not okay!” Christian 45 to his brother Bridon. Without a moment’s
hesitation, Bridon and Sam dove into the pool and 46 Brad to the steps. Meanwhile,
Christian ran to find help.

Bridon, filled with courage and _ 47 , immediately began giving CPR to his dad. With
his tireless efforts, Brad 48 started coughing up salt water and blood, regaining
consciousness.

“It was like being hit on the side,” Brad said, still shaken by the _ 49 . “I was coughing
violently, _ 50  to breathe, and surrounded by people. My son was crying, _ 51  me to
come back.”

Thankfully, the ambulance soon arrived, and Brad was __ 52  to the nearest hospital.

53 the quick thinking and _ 54  of the boys, Brad has fully recovered. Reflecting on
the day he almost drowned, Brad feels a mix of emotions — gratitude and __ 55 in his

young heroes.

41. A. lesson B. program C. hobby D. event

42. A. disappointing B. embarrassing C. strange D. terrible

43. A. relaxed B. grateful C. proud D. confident
44. A. gone B. wrong C. interesting D. new

45. A. shouted B. announced C. admitted D. explained
46. A. walked B. pulled C. invited D. showed
47. A. anger B. regret C. excitement D. determination
48. A. suddenly B. immediately C. finally D. steadily
49. A. disaster B. news C. conflict D. truth

50. A. pretending B. expecting C. struggling D. forgetting
51. A. ordering B. begging C. advising D. allowing
52. A. introduced B. invited C. showed D. rushed

53. A. Thanks to B. Apart from C. But for D. In spite of
54. A. creativity B. bravery C. ambition D. enthusiasm
55. A. hope B. trust C. curiosity D. pride
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When we think of bananas, the first image that pops into our minds is a tasty fruit, _ 56  is
a favorite for many. Bananas can be enjoyed in smoothies, desserts, or just eaten on their own.
However, there’s so much more to these tropical delights than just 57 (they) delicious
taste. Bananas can be a game-changer in your garden, and you might just _ 58  (surprise) by
the benefits.
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Now, here’s a fun experiment for you. Plant bananas all over your garden and observe the
magic that happens just a week later. You’ll notice your plants looking greener, healthier, and
more vibrant. The natural nutrients from the banana peels will be absorbed into the soil,

59  (offer) an instant boost to your garden.

The soil beneath the banana plants _ 60  (be) not as calm as its surface, thriving with
microbial (f#(ZE ¥ 1) activity and enriching it for other plants in your garden. _ 61  (additional),
mixed banana peels and leaves can create a nutrient-rich fertilizer that boosts the _ 62 (grow)
of vegetables, herbs, and flowers around it. It’s a cyclical (fi§ 34 [f]) gift of nature, where one
plant supports the ecosystem as a whole.

Mother Nature has providedus _ 63  a variety of resources, and bananas are one of her
most incredible creations. Embrace the power of bananas in your garden and watch as your
plants flourish like never before. What _ 64  wonder!

But don’t just take our words for it; try it for yourself _ 65  (witness) the remarkable
transformation.
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Art Festival in Our School
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Once upon a time, there lived a young boy named Jack who harbored a deep passion for
playing the piano, a passion that lit his soul and filled his days with melodies. His dream was to
become a famous pianist, hoping to charm audiences with his enchanting tunes. Every night, as
he lay in bed, he imagined himself standing on grand stages, receiving thunderous applause and
the admiration of countless music lovers.

However, life had other plans for him. When Jack was interviewed for a well-known
music school, his heart sank as he received a rejection letter, stating that his skills were not up
to the school’s high standards, a cruel blow that left him feeling uncertain about his future.

Disappointed but not discouraged, Jack decided to turn his setback into a stepping stone.
Every day after school, he would rush to a small, dimly lit room in his basement, where an old
piano stood as a silent witness to his unwavering determination. The room was humble, with
barely enough space for him and the piano, but it was there that he poured his heart and soul
into his craft. Hours turned into days, and days into months, with Jack’s fingers bleeding from
the constant practice. Despite the pain and exhaustion, he continued to press on, driven by his
dream and the belief that one day he would prove them all wrong.

Seeking guidance, Jack turned to a retired pianist in the neighborhood who had once been
a renowned performer. The retired pianist, impressed by Jack’s dedication and passion, took
him under his wing and provided him with invaluable insights and comments. He taught Jack
to refine his skills and technique, helping him to understand the art of performing.
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Paragraph 1

His friends often teased him, calling his efforts useless and reminding him of the school’s

rejection.

Paragraph 2

A year later, the music school announced another interview.
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